Experimental infection of mice with Toxocara canis larvae obtained from Japanese quails.
The migration and distribution of Toxocara canis larvae in the tissues of Japanese quails, infected orally with 5 x 10(3) infective eggs, were studied, as well as the re-infectivity of these larvae in mice, inoculated with 50 larvae obtained from the liver of these quails. Post-infection, the highest concentrations of larvae were found to be present in the liver of quails while only a few migrated to other tissues like lungs, heart, muscle and brain. The migration and distribution of the larvae in the tissues of mice were studied by necropsy on days 6 and 12 post-infection. On both days the highest number of larvae, 11 and 10, were recovered from the carcase followed by six and seven from the leg muscles and four and eight from the brain, respectively. A few larvae were recovered from the liver, lungs and viscera. This implies that the larvae had a special affinity for the muscle and brain tissue of mice, unlike in the quails. The role of these larvae in relation to paratenism is discussed.